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The soaring cost of health care — resulting in part from financing
policies that fail to promote health and prevent disease — is among
the most pressing policy challenges of the day. NYC is playing its
part by shifting resources to prevention while advocating for more
state and federal spending on prevention along with greater
accountability for how health care dollars are spent. The City’s
Take Care New York initiative reflects this dual emphasis on 
preventive health and accountability, providing the framework for
annual assessment of progress in 10 priority health areas in accord
with set indicators and goals.

To inform decision making and to strengthen preventive programs
and services, the City is also increasing the amount and quality 
of information available. Through surveys, disease registries, and
introduction of Electronic Health Records into primary care, the
City’s providers, consumers, and policy makers have more access 
to reliable data than ever before. The City has also refused to shy
away from decisive regulatory action such as its Smoke Free Air
Act and ban on use of artificial trans fat in restaurants. These
actions reinforce NYC’s reputation as a leading promoter of health
and supporter of disease prevention as well as its reputation as a
trendsetter among state and local health departments nationwide.

“ In health care, as with everything, you get what you pay for.

It’s not stretching the truth to say we’re paying for a disease

care system, not a health care system. Even though we have

the most expensive and most advanced health care institutions

in the world, we trail 45 nations in life expectancy — nations

that don’t spend anything close to what we do on health care.

If we want a healthier, greater-life-expectancy nation, we’ve

got to start paying for prevention as well as for treatment.”

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor, City of New York
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Informing Policy
Reliable and timely data are critical to advancing
policy and program goals. A grant through
FPHNY supported a series of reports examining
health trends and providing data needed to inform
both programs and policies. “Health Disparities in
New York City” outlined racial and income-based 
disparities that have commanded the attention of
policy makers. “Women at Risk” revealed a linger-
ing gender gap in health care access and outcomes
in NYC. “The Health of Immigrants in New York
City” revealed health disparities based on country
of origin. “Health Care Access Among Adults in
New York City” documented the importance of
health insurance and a regular medical provider.

Key to ensuring that data are accurate and relevant
are efforts to train a workforce with the skills needed
to analyze and present information in a usable
manner. Private funds are supporting an “Epi
Scholars” program that aims to build a public
health workforce capable of expert and nuanced
examination of data, focusing specifically on health
disparities, their root causes, and policy implications.  

Taking Action
New programs and policies can engender concern
or controversy unless information is shared, input is
solicited, and bridges are built between government
and the communities it serves. Through FPHNY,
private funds are supporting community outreach
and the solicitation of input related to a new home
visitation program for high-risk mothers. Private
grant funds are similarly supporting efforts to involve
and educate stakeholders about proposals to 
mainstream voluntary HIV counseling and testing
within health care service delivery.

To address concerns about its use of regulatory
authority, the Department supports efforts 
to facilitate compliance and minimize hardship
resulting from new requirements. Grant funds
through FPHNY are providing technical assistance
for restaurants and bakeries to help them develop
alternative recipes and cooking techniques that
comply with NYC’s ban on artificial trans fat 
while preserving the taste and shelf life of foods.

The Fund for Public Health in New York bridges the divide between government and 
its constituents by sharing information and implementing programs that shape policy. 
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1 Over 100,000 New Yorkers are living with HIV, 
but thousands don’t know they are infected. 
Grant funding is supporting efforts to promote 
voluntary HIV testing in primary care settings.

3 Among individuals with mental health problems, 
42% have at least one co-occurring chronic physical
illness. Grant funds supported a conference 
encouraging the integration of chronic disease 
management and mental health treatment.

2 A grant funded report revealed that life expectancy in
the City’s poorest neighborhoods is eight years shorter
than in its wealthiest.

4 10 steps to better health: have a regular doctor, 
be tobacco-free, keep your heart healthy, know your
HIV status, get help for depression, live free of 
dependence on alcohol and drugs, get checked for 
cancer, get needed immunizations, make your home
safe and healthy, and have a healthy baby. 

1 2

3 4

Shaping the Public Health Agenda
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“ Through innovation, efficiency, and accountability, we

advance public health and save lives. At the Fund for Public

Health in New York, we have demonstrated the value that

private sector investment adds to public initiatives — here,

by joining the capacity of government with the vitality of 

the private sector, we achieve a greater return on every 

health dollar spent.”

Rachael N. Pine, J.D.
Executive Director, Fund for Public Health in New York

The Fund for Public Health in New York is a home for programs
that improve the health of New Yorkers by developing new
approaches, catalyzing program expansion, and adding efficiency 
to government service. As the NYC Health Department’s 
designated closely affiliated non-profit partner, FPHNY has 
raised and administered millions of dollars in grant funds in 
support of public sector priorities in public health. 

FPHNY enables collaboration between City government and the
private business and philanthropic communities, allowing the 
public and private sectors to leverage the value of each other’s
capacity. Private investment in FPHNY programs and initiatives
has saved lives. These investments have helped test and demonstrate
the value of new and better ways to improve health. Projects 
seeded by the private sector are frequently sustained with public
funding, turning short-term investments into long-term 
contributions to the future of New York City.
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Leadership

Board of Directors

Thomas R. Frieden, M.D., M.P.H.,* President
John M.B. O’Connor, Treasurer
Chris Stern Hyman, J.D., Secretary
Pamela S. Brier *
Richard Ravitch
Lloyd Sederer, M.D.*

Executive Director

Rachael N. Pine, J.D. 

*Ex-officio

Donations to support public health in New York City 
can be made through FPHNY’s Web site at www.fphny.org 
or by mailing a check to:

Fund for Public Health in New York
291 Broadway, 17th Floor
New York, NY 10007

For more information, contact:

Rachael N. Pine, J.D.
Executive Director
(212) 266 -7825

The Fund for Public Health in New York would like to extend its appreciation 
to FJC for support during the earliest stages of organizational development 
and to founding board members Beatrix Hamburg, M.D. and Martin S. Begun.
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